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4.3 MERCER 

 
Snapshot 
 
Population: 140 (2016 estimate), with little change 
projected by 2045. 
Location: Mercer is located on the banks of the 
Waikato River, and at a SH1 interchange, with the 
commercial area severed by the highway, the 
residential area to the east, and on the rail line 
between Pokeno and Meremere. 
 
Consultation feedback 
 
During consultation sessions the following key 
issues and ideas for Mercer were put forward:  
 
 Mercer’s location on the river could be more 

strongly celebrated and promoted. The same 
applies to the area’s historical assets. 

 Mercer’s smaller scale is a strength, but there is 
a need for community and recreational facilities 
appropriate for the size of the town. 

 There is reluctance in the community about 
residential growth, and especially around the 
Bluff Road proposal due to its possible visual 
impacts. 

 There is a need for public toilets, also to serve 
freedom campers. 

 The recreational and tourism opportunities 
related to natural assets, such as the riverside 
and the wetland, are worthwhile strengthening. 
These could also serve Pokeno. 

 There is a lack of clarity around the 
development and growth of Mercer. A plan is 
needed to give certainty and encourage 
investment. 

 There is a need for more public parking. 
 

Refer to Appendix A for a comprehensive 
documentation of the consultation feedback. 
 
Top priority initiatives 
 
The top priority initiatives for Mercer include:  
 
 Building a strong identity for the town. 
 Considering the development of a community 

facility with a meeting place, possibly 
incorporating public toilets. 

 Increasing parking and improving roading 
infrastructure. 

 
Refer to the table overleaf for more detail. 
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Proposed initiatives for Mercer 

Mercer 
Refer to the proposed District-wide actions related to public transport and 
waste water and water infrastructure upgrades for Mercer. 

Theme NO. Action Priority

Identity MC1.1 Build a strong identity based on the river corridor, and the 

unique qualities of the local area (refer to DW1.1 to 1.4). 

For Mercer, consider tourism, wine, cheese, and 

skydiving.

Top

Nature MC2.1 Explore opportunities for wetland preservation and a 

park (1).

Medium

Iwi MC3.1 Identify and preserve Maaori landmarks. Restore and 

commemorate historical Marae.

Medium

Communities MC4.1 Reconfigure the existing playground and upgrade playing 

fields.

Very high

MC4.2 Consider the development of a community facility with a 

meeting place, possibly in the Fire Station (2). Consider 

incorporating public toilets.

Top

Economy MC6.1 Produce a village centre plan, placing an emphasis on 

destination, specialty retail and tourism, recreation, 

visitor and environmental aspects. Consider incorporating 

the relevant strategic opportunities proposed in the Local 

Area Blueprint.

High

MC6.2 Identify if, how much, and where, possible additional 

employment land for office development is needed 

beyond the zoning in the Proposed District Plan.

High

MC6.3 Identify if, how much, and where, possible additional 

employment land for retail development is needed 

beyond the zoning in the Proposed District Plan.

High

Transport MC7.1 Increase parking and improve roading infrastructure. 

Consider a new overbridge and the relocation of the 

sliproad.

Top

Infrastructure MC8.1 Consider providing appropriate facilities to address 

impact of freedom campers.

High


