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This report is a summary of the outcomes of a series of focus group meetings, 
consultation sessions, and workshops. Much of the analysis, including diagrams and 
maps, has been produced in a workshop context and are indicative only. The main aim of 
this analysis is to provide background to the proposals. The projects and initiatives within 
this report should also be considered provisional only.  
It is acknowledged that population statistics are from 2020 and may be outdated. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
Project background 
 
The Port Waikato and Gordonton Local Area 
Blueprints are an addition to the Waikato District 
Blueprint completed in 2019, which has been 
endorsed by the Council and is being implemented. 
 
The aim of the Blueprint is to provide a high-level 
‘spatial picture’ of how the district could progress 
over the next 30 years, address the community’s 
social, economic, cultural and environmental 
needs, and respond to its regional context.  
 
The Blueprint provides the Waikato District Council 
with an effective and legible tool to move from 
vision to strategy, and from strategy to action by 
setting out specific, prioritised initiatives at the 
district and local level. 
 
District Blueprint 2019 vision and themes 
 
The Waikato District Blueprint works to achieve the  
overall vision established by the Council for the 
district:  
 
Liveable, Thriving and Connected Communities / 
He noohanga aahuru, he iwi whai ora, he hapori 
tuuhono tahi. 
 
The Blueprint is organised under nine district-wide 
themes. Each theme has a series of initiatives to 
achieve the vision and respond to the opportunities 
identified through the process. The nine themes are 
as follows: 
 
1. Identity: create a world class Waikato River 

corridor identity and strengthen Raglan’s local 
character. 

2. Nature: protect the natural environment with 
revegetated biodiversity links and clean 
waterways. 

3. Iwi: build on the Joint Management Agreements 
and other agreements, celebrate Maaori 
culture, and promote the use of Te Reo. 

4. Communities: strengthen, enable and connect 
local communities and citizens, and support 
those most in need. 

5. Growth: direct cohesive growth outcomes 
which support all community needs. 

6. Economy: support the rural and urban 
economy, and attract more visitors, 
entrepreneurs, and employment uses. 

7. Transport: leverage value off accessibility, help 
those disadvantaged by a lack of transport 
options, prepare for future passenger rail. 

8. Infrastructure: develop and maintain efficient 
infrastructure that is environmentally clean and 
will serve the community well into the future. 

9. Governance: devolve some decision making, 
and engage more effectively at community and 
Hapuu level. 

 
Local Area Blueprints 2019 
 
In addition to the nine district-wide themes and 
related initiatives, 15 Local Area Blueprints were 
developed. These contain initiatives, also arranged 
under the nine themes, that address the specific 
needs of each settlement within the district.  
 
Port Waikato and Gordonton Local Area 
Blueprint process 
 
In 2021 the Council identified the need to expand 
the Blueprint by adding two more Local Area 
Blueprints, one for Port Waikato and one for 
Gordonton. The process to develop the Local Area 
Blueprints has consisted of the following stages: 
 

 Input gathering in December 2021 - May 2022  
 Prioritisation in May 2022 - June 2022  
 Decision making and documentation in July 

2022 - August 2022 
 
Port Waikato and Gordonton Local Area 
Blueprint outcomes 
 
The vision and key initiatives for each of these local 
areas are outlined below. Initiatives marked as 
’Continuation initiatives’ are those that are already 
planned or currently being undertaken and funded, 
and are identified by the community as strategically 
important. 
 
Port Waikato 
 
A place with a rich history and natural beauty where 
the community is provided for and visitors are 
welcomed 
 
Continuation initiatives for Port Waikato: 
 
 Continue the erosion / resilience planning 

project, including regular clean-ups of debris, 
and provide ongoing clarity on what is being 
done. 

 Continue the planned construction and / or 
upgrades of playgrounds at Cobourne Reserve, 
Maraetai Bay, and Cordyline Road / Phillips 
Reserve. 

 Continue to maintain the entry road into Port 
Waikato in light of erosion and subsidence. 

 Continue the public toilet upgrade and 
relocation at Sunset Beach. 

 
Top initiatives for Port Waikato: 
 
 Undertake a public realm upgrade at the wharf 

area to make a gateway statement and address 
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the lack of gathering space. 
 Improve litter control in the summer peak 

months. 
 Erect signage to mark and explain the history 

and cultural significance of areas and features 
to mana whenua. 

 Improve road safety in response to speeding 
and antisocial behaviour on roads, the beach, 
and in the dunes. 

 Improve stormwater management and 
especially address drainage issues along 
Maunsell and Centreway Roads. 

 
Gordonton 
 
A compact satellite village with its own unique 
identity where a close-knit community welcomes 
visitors 
 
Continuation initiatives for Gordonton: 
 
 Continue to redevelop Hukanui Park with a 

playground, seating and possible other 
recreation facilities, while ensuring the history of 
the heritage buildings in and around the park is 
celebrated, as well as iwi cultural aspects, 
considering local reserve status, infrastructure 
limitations, and Building Code requirements. 

 Continue with plans to improve the amenity of 
Gordonton Road as part of the revocation, 
including: 

- Lower speed limit, possibly extending from 
the Peach Road intersection to Hukanui 
Marae. 

- Improved visibility for traffic exiting 
Woodlands Road. 

- More and safer crossings and connections 
for pedestrians and cyclists. 

- Possibly a shared path from the Piako Road 
intersection to Hukanui Marae. 

- Improved safety conditions at the island at 
the north-western village entrance. 

- Visual quality improvements. 

- Beautification of both entrances to the 
village and improve welcoming signage. 

 Continue with the upgrade of College Drive with 
footpaths and lighting, and provide a timeframe 
for these works. 

 
Top initiatives for Gordonton: 
 
 Facilitate the re-establishment of the markets, 

including the facilitation of organisational 
arrangements and the provision of infrastructure 
to accommodate traffic and parking. 

 Identify if, how much, and where, possible 
additional residential and commercial land 
beyond the existing zoning could be located 
and what this means for infrastructure and the 
role and design of Gordonton Road. 
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SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 PROJECT PURPOSE 

 
The Waikato District Council (WDC) commissioned 
Urbanismplus to develop ‘Local Area Blueprints’  
(LABs) for Port Waikato and Gordonton. These 
were delivered through a series of consultation 
events and technical workshops (refer to Section 
2). 
 
These LABs supplement the 2019 District Blueprint 
and 15 LABs (refer to Section 3) with similar 
strategies for Port Waikato and Gordonton (refer to 
Section 4). 

1.2 PROJECT OUTPUTS: LOCAL AREA 

BLUEPRINTS 

 
Like the 2019 work, these strategies address local 
conditions and immediate needs, within the context 
of the District Blueprint. This wider strategy 
provides a high-level ‘spatial picture’ of how the 
district could progress over the next 30 years, 
addresses the community’s social, economic, 
cultural, and environmental needs, and respond to 
its regional context. The Blueprint provides the 
Council with an effective and legible tool to move 
from vision to strategy, and from strategy to action.  
 
The LABs (as part of the district-wide Blueprint) 
form conduits between Council strategies, policies 
and plans, and place them in an integrated, spatial 
context for Port Waikato and Gordonton.  
 
In addition, the LABs aim to provide: 
 
 Clarity: of direction and certainty for the Council, 

the community, and the private sector. 
 Integration: of different disciplines (e.g. 

transport, environmental, community services, 
urban design, etc.) to achieve enhanced gains. 

 Alignment: between policy and planning 
directions, and infrastructure investment 
priorities.  

ABOVE FIG. 1-2: The Gordonton Hall where the Gordonton 
public sessions were held. 

ABOVE FIG. 1-1: The Community Hub at Sunset Beach 
where the Port Waikato public sessions were held. 
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1.3 STATUS OF THE LOCAL AREA 

BLUEPRINTS 

 
The District Blueprint is one of the district’s guiding 
strategies. The status of the Blueprint within the 
strategic planning framework is diagrammatically 
depicted in Figure 1-3. It informs the district’s four 
key strategies, i.e. Development / Growth, 
Economic Development, Infrastructure, and 
Financial Strategies, which each contains more 
specific information on their respective topic. 
 
The LABs provide place-specific proposals that 
form part of the District Blueprint. Together with the 
other guiding strategies indicated, the Blueprint will 
inform the Long Term Plan, Annual Plan, and 
District Plan. Most of the proposals in the Blueprint 
are dependent on the funding decisions in the next 
Long Term Plan or Long Term Plan amendment as 
well as changes to the District Plan. 
 
The Blueprint production is a Council-led process. 
The outcome will be adopted by the Council and 
therefore recognised as a legitimate planning 
document, and part of the Strategic Planning 
Framework. Funding for the process and towards 
achievement of its outcomes will be allocated 
through the Long Term Plan. 

ABOVE FIG. 1-3: Status of the Blueprint within the strategic planning framework 
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SECTION 2 - PROJECT PROCESS 

 
The process to develop the Local Area Blueprints 
took place between December 2021 and August 
2022 and consisted of the following stages: 
 
 Input gathering. 
 Prioritisation. 
 Decision making and documentation. 
 

2.1 INPUT GATHERING 

 
This stage consisted of the steps described below. 
 
Public consultation questionnaires 
 
The initial public consultation process took place 
via online and hard-copy questionnaires made 
available in the period December 2021 to February 
2022. In-person sessions were not held due to 
Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
Through these questionnaires the Port Waikato and 
Gordonton communities where invited to indicate 
the issues that needed addressing and the 
opportunities to be pursued in the Blueprint 
process. 
 
Site visits 
 
The WDC project team and consultants visited Port 
Waikato and Gordonton in February 2022 to 
investigate place-based issues identified through 
initial public consultation. 
 
Technical workshops 
 
Technical workshops were held in March 2022. A 
wide variety of WDC staff representing all relevant 
technical disciplines met with the consultant team 

to discuss and clarify the findings from the previous 
information gathering stages and provide further 
input on issues to be addressed and ideas to be 
pursued. 
 
Public consultation sessions 
 
Two public consultation sessions were held in May 
2022. On 3 May approximately 50 members of the 
Port Waikato community and on 5 May 
approximately 35 members of the Gordonton 
community attended public workshops, held locally.  
 
During working sessions in groups as well as 
plenary presentations and discussions the following 
questions were addressed and tasks carried out:  
 
 List challenges: What is holding back your 

town? How can this be fixed? 
 List opportunities: What are the biggest 

opportunities? How can these be realised? 
 Map related initiatives: considering uses, open 

spaces, the environment, all modes of traffic, 
cultural ideas, events, management, and other. 
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2.3 DECISION MAKING AND 

DOCUMENTATION 

 
This stage consisted of the steps described below. 
 
Councillor workshop 
 
The draft LABs were presented to the full Council 
during a workshop on 18 July 2022. A discussion 
was held and adjustments agreed. 
 
Documentation 
 
After adjustments, the outcomes of the project were 
documented and this report produced. 

2.2 PRIORITISATION 

 
This stage consisted of the steps described below. 
 
Technical workshops 
 
Following the stage of input gathering, all ideas and 
suggestions were consolidated and categorised by 
the consultant team. The WDC and consultant team 
then met again in May 2022 for technical 
workshops. During these sessions all ideas were 
verified, discussed and prioritised. In this process 
all suggested initiatives were checked for their 
ability to positively transform the local area as well 
their deliverability. Those initiatives that scored high 
on both criteria, or that were considered as 
catalysts or necessary actions to build on, were 
given a higher priority. 
 
Steering Group discussions 
 
In June 2022 the proposed initiatives and priorities 
were discussed with the Blueprint Steering Group. 
Adjustments were made in response to feedback.  
 
Public drop-in sessions 
 
Public drop-in sessions took place on 20 June 2022 
in Gordonton and on 21 June 2022 in Port Waikato. 
Members of the public were invited to indicate their 
preferred priorities for the initiatives identified. 
 
After this, and based on community feedback 
received, the project team finalised the draft LABs 
for Port Waikato and Gordonton. 
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SECTION 3 - DISTRICT-WIDE 

BLUEPRINT  

 
As explained, the Port Waikato and Gordonton 
LABs form part of the wider Waikato District 
Blueprint. This section provides a summary of the 
District-wide and other Local Area Blueprints, 
developed in 2018/2019. 
 

3.1 DISTRICT CONTEXT  

 
Port Waikato and Gordonton are both located in the 
Waikato District, refer to Figure 3-1. The district is 
made up of mainly small settlements surrounded by 
rural land which is used for a variety of productive 
and conservation purposes. The wider district has 
been divided into ten wards for local governance 
purposes. 
 
With Auckland to the north and Hamilton and 
Tauranga to the south and east, the district plays 
an increasingly significant role nationally as well as 
locally. Settlements are generally located in a linear 
sequence, following State Highway 1 which 
connects the wider sub region. 
 
The Waikato and Waipa Rivers are significant 
rivers which form a strong part of the district’s 
character. Further contributing to this are the 
unique western coastline and strong tangata 
whenua presence. 

RIGHT FIG. 3-1: Port Waikato and 
Gordonton in the context of the 

Waikato District  

Port Waikato  

Gordonton  
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3.2 THE VISION 

 
The Waikato District Blueprint contains proposals 
for the implementation of the Council’s vision for 
the district:  
 
Liveable, Thriving and Connected Communities / 
He noohanga aahuru, he iwi whai ora, he hapori 
tuuhono tahi. 
 
The vision for the Waikato District is 
diagrammatically depicted in Figure 3-2. 
 
‘Binding together’ the towns and villages 
 
The process identified that there is an opportunity 
to improve the cohesive identity of the district as a 
whole. To respond to this opportunity it is proposed 
that the Waikato River, and to a lesser extent the 
Waipa River, are considered more strongly as the 
elements that ‘bind together’ the individual 
settlements, with the exception of Raglan, which is 
somewhat isolated and has its own identity. 
 
The response to each community 
 
In order to achieve the vision in each community a 
different mix of local responses was identified. 
LABs for the following towns and settlements were 
produced: Tuakau, Pokeno, Mercer, Meremere, Te 
Kauwhata and Rangiriri, Ohinewai, Huntly, Taupiri, 
Ngaruawahia, Horotiu, Te Kowhai, Whatawhata, 
Raglan, Tamahere, Matangi, and now also for Port 
Waikato and Gordonton. 
 
Initiatives varied widely, but key aspects to be 
invested in included the following: 
 
 The strengthening or development of a ‘heart’ 

with facilities and services; 
RIGHT FIG. 3-2: Port Waikato and 

Gordonton in the context of the 
Waikato District Blueprint 2019 

Legend 

Town centre 

Employment 

Community facilities / social 
services 

Industrial and clean production 

Environmental (in addition to 
general initiatives) 



PORT WAIKATO AND GORDONTON LOCAL AREA BLUEPRINTS PAGE 11 

 The provision of commercial land and premises 
for employment; 

 The provision or improvement of community 
facilities and / or social services; 

 The provision of industrial and / or clean 
production land; and / or 

 Environmental initiatives, often in combination 
with other initiatives. 

 
The initiatives uniquely identified for Port Waikato 
and Gordonton are presented in Section 4. 
 

3.3 BLUEPRINT THEMES 

 
In response to the opportunities identified, nine 
district-wide themes were identified (refer to Figure 
3-3). Multiple initiatives have been developed for 
each theme at both the district and local area level, 
including now for Port Waikato and Gordonton. 
These initiatives have then been prioritised. 

1 identity Create a world class Waikato River corridor identity and 
strengthen Raglan’s local character 

2 nature Protect and support enhancement of the natural 
environment with revegetated biodiversity links and clean 
waterways 

3 iwi Build on the Joint Management Agreements and other 
agreements, celebrate Maaori culture, and promote the 
use of Te Reo 

4 communities Strengthen, enable and connect local communities and 
citizens, and support those most in need 

5 growth Direct cohesive growth outcomes which support all 
community needs 

6 economy Support the rural and urban economy, and attract more 
visitors, entrepreneurs, and employment uses 

7 transport Leverage value off accessibility, help those 
disadvantaged by a lack of transport options, prepare for 
future passenger rail 

8 infrastructure Develop and maintain efficient infrastructure that is 
environmentally clean and will serve the community well 
into the future 

9 governance Devolve some decision making, and engage more 
effectively at community and Hapuu level 

ABOVE FIG. 3-3: The themes of the Waikato District Blueprint 2019, now also underpinning the Port Waikato and Gordonton 
LABs.  
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SECTION 4 - LOCAL AREA 

BLUEPRINTS  

 
The following two sub-sections provide a snapshot 
for Port Waikato and Gordonton, list the key issues 
put forward during consultation, present the 
blueprint vision statement formulated for these 
settlements, and document the proposed initiatives. 
The key focus for each local area is different, based 
on the unique local needs. 
 
As part of the snapshot population projections are 
provided for these local areas. It is important to 
note that these projections are based on current 
trends, not aspirational projections based on 
strategic planning and potential rezoning 
interventions. In some cases the aspirational 
projections are higher, and in other cases 
projections may not be able to be accommodated. 
 
As explained, these two LABs supplement the 15 
LABs that were developed as part of the 2019 
Blueprint project. The 15 local areas, as well as 
Hamilton, form the context for the LABs for Port 
Waikato and Gordonton (refer to Figure 4-1). 
 
Note: The sub-section numbering continues from 
the 15 earlier Local Area Blueprints, so Port 
Waikato is presented in Section 4.16 and 
Gordonton in Section 4.17. 

Pokeno 

Tuakau 

Mercer 

Meremere 

Te Kauwhata 

Rangiriri 

Ohinewai 

Huntly 

Taupiri 

Ngaruawahia 

Tamahere 

Horotiu 

Te Kowhai 

Raglan 

Hamilton 
Whatawhata 

Matangi 

Gordonton 

Port Waikato 

RIGHT FIG. 4-1: Port Waikato and 
Gordonton in the context of the Waikato 
District with indication of the Local Area 

Blueprints 2019, as well as Hamilton 
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4.16 PORT WAIKATO 

 
Snapshot 
 
Population: 841 (2020 estimate for the wider rural 
catchment of Port Waikato-Waikaretu), with growth 
projected to reach 862 by 2045. It should be noted 
that Port Waikato serves as a key recreational 
destination for the fast-growing towns of Pukekohe, 
Pokeno and Tuakau. 
 
Location: Port Waikato is located on the southern 
side of the mouth of the Waikato River and near the 
northern boundary of the Waikato District. The 
settlement is a 35-minute drive from the Pokeno 
interchange on SH1 and a 30-minute drive from the 
Tuakau Town Centre and train station. 
 
Consultation feedback 
 
During consultation sessions the following key 
issues and ideas for Port Waikato were put forward: 
 
 Coastal erosion should be addressed and 

ongoing actions communicated. 
 A clear identity should be established for Port 

Waikato. 
 Both mana whenua and pakeha history should 

be celebrated in the public realm. 
 Safety, security and antisocial behaviour issues 

should be more strongly addressed. 
 The level of service for rubbish collection should 

be improved. 
 There is a need for more community facilities. 
 Residential development and expansion of the 

settlement should be strongly controlled. 
 More commercial activities should be attracted. 
 Traffic safety should be improved. 
 The frequency of public transport should be 

increased. 

 Street lighting and stormwater management 
should be improved. 

 The natural environment should be better 
protected. This includes litter control. 

 The Sunset Beach carpark and the Wharf area 
should both be upgraded. 

 
Refer to Appendix A for a comprehensive 
documentation of the consultation feedback. 
 
Blueprint vision for Port Waikato 
 
A place with a rich history and natural beauty 
where the community is provided for and 
visitors are welcomed 
 
Top priority initiatives 
 
The top priority initiatives for Port Waikato include:  
 
 Undertake a public realm upgrade at the wharf 

area to make a gateway statement and address 
the lack of gathering space. 

 Improve litter control in the summer peak 
months. 

 Erect signage to mark and explain the history 
and cultural significance for mana whenua of 
relevant areas and features. 

 Improve road safety in response to speeding 
and antisocial behaviour on roads, the beach 
and in the dunes. 

 Improve stormwater management and 
especially address drainage issues along 
Maunsell and Centreway Roads. 

 
These initiatives are additional to continuation with 
key initiatives already planned or currently being 
undertaken and funded, as indicated. 
 
Refer to the table overleaf for more detail. 
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Proposed initiatives for Port Waikato 

Continued overleaf 

Continue 

Top 

Very high 

High 

Medium 

Low 

Priority key: 

Theme NO. Action Priority Led by

Identity PW1.1 Undertake a public realm upgrade at the wharf area to make a gateway statement and address the lack 

of gathering space, considering:

- Seating

- Public art (both contemporary and reflective of the area's significance for mana whenua)

- A boardwalk connection with Cobourne Reserve

- Wayfinding and orientation signage

- Signage showing the Wharf, Cobourne Reserve, possibly other areas, with information on the history

Top Council

PW1.2 Produce an identity strategy for Port Waikato High Community

Nature PW2.1 Continue the erosion / resilience planning project, including regular clean-ups of debris, and provide 

ongoing clarity on what is being done

Continue Council

PW2.2 Improve litter control in the summer peak months, e.g. by increasing the frequency of servicing the public 

rubbish bins, providing separated bins, no-litter signs, no-freedom camping signs, and clean-up of public 

areas

Top Council

PW2.3 Advocate for ecological improvements in the wetland area Very high Community

PW2.4 Along with Waikato Regional Council and Department of Conservation, support the community's 

restoration and weed control initiatives in the sand dune areas

Medium Community

Iwi PW3.1 Erect signage to mark and explain the history and cultural significance for mana whenua of the 

following:

- The wetland 

- The marae and the ownership of the land gifted to the mission

- The whale graveyard

- The Pa site on the hill, which also needs to be connected with a walkway

- Events related to Te Tiriti

Top Council and 

Community

PW3.2 Resolve access issues across the recreation reserve in Ashwell Drive Very high Council

PW3.3 Improve the relationships between WDC, the local community committee, and local mana whenua Very high Council and 

Community

Communities PW4.1 Continue the planned construction and/or upgrades of playgrounds at Cobourne Reserve, Maraetai Bay, 

and Cordyline Road / Phillips Reserve

Continue Council

PW4.2 Redevelop the wharf area:

- Improve the layout of and opportunities for parking, while improving pedestrian safety

- Work with the community to determine whether heritage status should be sought for the Yacht Club 

and support the restoration of this building if possible

- Promote the development of the local services zone next to general store with a hospitality / 

commercial use

Very high Council and 

Community

PW4.3 Improve the trailer parking around the existing second boat ramp to encourage its use and relieve the 

pressure on the boat ramp in the wharf area

Very high Council

PW4.4 Improve general safety:

- Increase of police presence at events, long weekends, holiday periods

- Reinstatement of neighbourhood street co-ordinators with direct lines of communication

Very high Community

PW4.5 Facilitate the provision of a library book service in Port Waikato High Community

PW4.6 Consider options for the future of the public tennis court and the basketball half-court, considering the 

establishment of a youth hub with a skate and scooter park, mountain bike tracks, BMX course etc.

High Council

PW4.7 Provide a regularly updated list of service providers for our community, aside from the Port Report High Community

PW4.8 Increase opportunities for recycling, e.g. through a large organic waste bin, a local recycling centre, 

inorganic collection etc.

Medium Council

PW4.9 Prepare a concept plan for improvements to Cobourne Reserve, considering:

- Increasing planting

- Adding lighting at carpark

- Providing wheelchair access

Low Community

PW4.10 Establish a community garden Low Community

Economy PW6.1 Increase local services zoned land to provide opportunities for commercial activities and local 

employment, e.g. shops, retail, restaurants

Very high Council

PW6.2 Promote existing and attract more hospitality services and businesses Medium Council and 

Community

Transport PW7.1 Continue to maintain the entry road into Port Waikato in light of erosion and subsidence Continue Council

PW7.2 Improve road safety in response to speeding and antisocial behaviour on roads, the beach and in the 

dunes, e.g. through more speed limit signs, cameras, police presence, speed bumps, especially along 

Maunsell Road and at Maraetai Bay Reserve

Top Council

PW7.3 Improve the pedestrian safety and traffic management at the Sunset Beach carpark, especially 

considering parking manoeuvring

Very high Council

PW7.4 Advocate to Waikato Regional Council for shuttle services to key facilities and / or higher frequency 

public transport services to Port Waikato e.g. on the weekends and on Thursdays

High Council

PW7.5 Develop more recreational walkways and connect cycling destinations through tracks and cycle lanes Low Council

Infrastructure PW8.1 Continue the public toilet upgrade and relocation at Sunset Beach Continue Council

PW8.2 Improve stormwater management and especially address drainage issues along Maunsell Road and 

Centreway Road

Top Council

PW8.3 Improve street lighting, considering solar power or LED Very high Council

PW8.4 Upgrade public toilets and their wastewater disposal at Maraetai Bay Medium Council

PW8.5 Investigate the installation of commercial wastewater treatment and water supply for inclusion in the 

Asset Management Plan to encourage growth and commercial development, especially in the Wharf and 

Sunset Beach areas

Low Council

Governance PW9.1 Improve support to community-led initiatives and communication between Council and the community, 

and invite community-led initiatives where the Council can give support; possible ideas:

- Build on Arts and Culture to strengthen Identity, e.g. through events

- Activities by ‘Friends of Cobourne Reserve’

Very high Council and 

Community

PW9.2 Strengthen the relationship and communication between the Port Waikato Residents and Ratepayers 

Association and the Community Board

Very high Council and 

Community
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Theme NO. Action Priority Led by

Identity PW1.1 Undertake a public realm upgrade at the wharf area to make a gateway statement and address the lack 

of gathering space, considering:

- Seating

- Public art (both contemporary and reflective of the area's significance for mana whenua)

- A boardwalk connection with Cobourne Reserve

- Wayfinding and orientation signage

- Signage showing the Wharf, Cobourne Reserve, possibly other areas, with information on the history

Top Council

PW1.2 Produce an identity strategy for Port Waikato High Community

Nature PW2.1 Continue the erosion / resilience planning project, including regular clean-ups of debris, and provide 

ongoing clarity on what is being done

Continue Council

PW2.2 Improve litter control in the summer peak months, e.g. by increasing the frequency of servicing the public 

rubbish bins, providing separated bins, no-litter signs, no-freedom camping signs, and clean-up of public 

areas

Top Council

PW2.3 Advocate for ecological improvements in the wetland area Very high Community

PW2.4 Along with Waikato Regional Council and Department of Conservation, support the community's 

restoration and weed control initiatives in the sand dune areas

Medium Community

Iwi PW3.1 Erect signage to mark and explain the history and cultural significance for mana whenua of the 

following:

- The wetland 

- The marae and the ownership of the land gifted to the mission

- The whale graveyard

- The Pa site on the hill, which also needs to be connected with a walkway

- Events related to Te Tiriti

Top Council and 

Community

PW3.2 Resolve access issues across the recreation reserve in Ashwell Drive Very high Council

PW3.3 Improve the relationships between WDC, the local community committee, and local mana whenua Very high Council and 

Community

Communities PW4.1 Continue the planned construction and/or upgrades of playgrounds at Cobourne Reserve, Maraetai Bay, 

and Cordyline Road / Phillips Reserve

Continue Council

PW4.2 Redevelop the wharf area:

- Improve the layout of and opportunities for parking, while improving pedestrian safety

- Work with the community to determine whether heritage status should be sought for the Yacht Club 

and support the restoration of this building if possible

- Promote the development of the local services zone next to general store with a hospitality / 

commercial use

Very high Council and 

Community

PW4.3 Improve the trailer parking around the existing second boat ramp to encourage its use and relieve the 

pressure on the boat ramp in the wharf area

Very high Council

PW4.4 Improve general safety:

- Increase of police presence at events, long weekends, holiday periods

- Reinstatement of neighbourhood street co-ordinators with direct lines of communication

Very high Community

PW4.5 Facilitate the provision of a library book service in Port Waikato High Community

PW4.6 Consider options for the future of the public tennis court and the basketball half-court, considering the 

establishment of a youth hub with a skate and scooter park, mountain bike tracks, BMX course etc.

High Council

PW4.7 Provide a regularly updated list of service providers for our community, aside from the Port Report High Community

PW4.8 Increase opportunities for recycling, e.g. through a large organic waste bin, a local recycling centre, 

inorganic collection etc.

Medium Council

PW4.9 Prepare a concept plan for improvements to Cobourne Reserve, considering:

- Increasing planting

- Adding lighting at carpark

- Providing wheelchair access

Low Community

PW4.10 Establish a community garden Low Community

Economy PW6.1 Increase local services zoned land to provide opportunities for commercial activities and local 

employment, e.g. shops, retail, restaurants

Very high Council

PW6.2 Promote existing and attract more hospitality services and businesses Medium Council and 

Community

Transport PW7.1 Continue to maintain the entry road into Port Waikato in light of erosion and subsidence Continue Council

PW7.2 Improve road safety in response to speeding and antisocial behaviour on roads, the beach and in the 

dunes, e.g. through more speed limit signs, cameras, police presence, speed bumps, especially along 

Maunsell Road and at Maraetai Bay Reserve

Top Council

PW7.3 Improve the pedestrian safety and traffic management at the Sunset Beach carpark, especially 

considering parking manoeuvring

Very high Council

PW7.4 Advocate to Waikato Regional Council for shuttle services to key facilities and / or higher frequency 

public transport services to Port Waikato e.g. on the weekends and on Thursdays

High Council

PW7.5 Develop more recreational walkways and connect cycling destinations through tracks and cycle lanes Low Council

Infrastructure PW8.1 Continue the public toilet upgrade and relocation at Sunset Beach Continue Council

PW8.2 Improve stormwater management and especially address drainage issues along Maunsell Road and 

Centreway Road

Top Council

PW8.3 Improve street lighting, considering solar power or LED Very high Council

PW8.4 Upgrade public toilets and their wastewater disposal at Maraetai Bay Medium Council

PW8.5 Investigate the installation of commercial wastewater treatment and water supply for inclusion in the 

Asset Management Plan to encourage growth and commercial development, especially in the Wharf and 

Sunset Beach areas

Low Council

Governance PW9.1 Improve support to community-led initiatives and communication between Council and the community, 

and invite community-led initiatives where the Council can give support; possible ideas:

- Build on Arts and Culture to strengthen Identity, e.g. through events

- Activities by ‘Friends of Cobourne Reserve’

Very high Council and 

Community

PW9.2 Strengthen the relationship and communication between the Port Waikato Residents and Ratepayers 

Association and the Community Board

Very high Council and 

Community

Proposed initiatives for Port Waikato –continued from previous page 

Continue 

Top 

Very high 

High 

Medium 

Low 

Priority key: 

Theme NO. Action Priority Led by

Identity PW1.1 Undertake a public realm upgrade at the wharf area to make a gateway statement and address the lack 

of gathering space, considering:

- Seating

- Public art (both contemporary and reflective of the area's significance for mana whenua)

- A boardwalk connection with Cobourne Reserve

- Wayfinding and orientation signage

- Signage showing the Wharf, Cobourne Reserve, possibly other areas, with information on the history

Top Council

PW1.2 Produce an identity strategy for Port Waikato High Community

Nature PW2.1 Continue the erosion / resilience planning project, including regular clean-ups of debris, and provide 

ongoing clarity on what is being done

Continue Council

PW2.2 Improve litter control in the summer peak months, e.g. by increasing the frequency of servicing the public 

rubbish bins, providing separated bins, no-litter signs, no-freedom camping signs, and clean-up of public 

areas

Top Council

PW2.3 Advocate for ecological improvements in the wetland area Very high Community

PW2.4 Along with Waikato Regional Council and Department of Conservation, support the community's 

restoration and weed control initiatives in the sand dune areas

Medium Community

Iwi PW3.1 Erect signage to mark and explain the history and cultural significance for mana whenua of the 

following:

- The wetland 

- The marae and the ownership of the land gifted to the mission

- The whale graveyard

- The Pa site on the hill, which also needs to be connected with a walkway

- Events related to Te Tiriti

Top Council and 

Community

PW3.2 Resolve access issues across the recreation reserve in Ashwell Drive Very high Council

PW3.3 Improve the relationships between WDC, the local community committee, and local mana whenua Very high Council and 

Community

Communities PW4.1 Continue the planned construction and/or upgrades of playgrounds at Cobourne Reserve, Maraetai Bay, 

and Cordyline Road / Phillips Reserve

Continue Council

PW4.2 Redevelop the wharf area:

- Improve the layout of and opportunities for parking, while improving pedestrian safety

- Work with the community to determine whether heritage status should be sought for the Yacht Club 

and support the restoration of this building if possible

- Promote the development of the local services zone next to general store with a hospitality / 

commercial use

Very high Council and 

Community

PW4.3 Improve the trailer parking around the existing second boat ramp to encourage its use and relieve the 

pressure on the boat ramp in the wharf area

Very high Council

PW4.4 Improve general safety:

- Increase of police presence at events, long weekends, holiday periods

- Reinstatement of neighbourhood street co-ordinators with direct lines of communication

Very high Community

PW4.5 Facilitate the provision of a library book service in Port Waikato High Community

PW4.6 Consider options for the future of the public tennis court and the basketball half-court, considering the 

establishment of a youth hub with a skate and scooter park, mountain bike tracks, BMX course etc.

High Council

PW4.7 Provide a regularly updated list of service providers for our community, aside from the Port Report High Community

PW4.8 Increase opportunities for recycling, e.g. through a large organic waste bin, a local recycling centre, 

inorganic collection etc.

Medium Council

PW4.9 Prepare a concept plan for improvements to Cobourne Reserve, considering:

- Increasing planting

- Adding lighting at carpark

- Providing wheelchair access

Low Community

PW4.10 Establish a community garden Low Community

Economy PW6.1 Increase local services zoned land to provide opportunities for commercial activities and local 

employment, e.g. shops, retail, restaurants

Very high Council

PW6.2 Promote existing and attract more hospitality services and businesses Medium Council and 

Community

Transport PW7.1 Continue to maintain the entry road into Port Waikato in light of erosion and subsidence Continue Council

PW7.2 Improve road safety in response to speeding and antisocial behaviour on roads, the beach and in the 

dunes, e.g. through more speed limit signs, cameras, police presence, speed bumps, especially along 

Maunsell Road and at Maraetai Bay Reserve

Top Council

PW7.3 Improve the pedestrian safety and traffic management at the Sunset Beach carpark, especially 

considering parking manoeuvring

Very high Council

PW7.4 Advocate to Waikato Regional Council for shuttle services to key facilities and / or higher frequency 

public transport services to Port Waikato e.g. on the weekends and on Thursdays

High Council

PW7.5 Develop more recreational walkways and connect cycling destinations through tracks and cycle lanes Low Council

Infrastructure PW8.1 Continue the public toilet upgrade and relocation at Sunset Beach Continue Council

PW8.2 Improve stormwater management and especially address drainage issues along Maunsell Road and 

Centreway Road

Top Council

PW8.3 Improve street lighting, considering solar power or LED Very high Council

PW8.4 Upgrade public toilets and their wastewater disposal at Maraetai Bay Medium Council

PW8.5 Investigate the installation of commercial wastewater treatment and water supply for inclusion in the 

Asset Management Plan to encourage growth and commercial development, especially in the Wharf and 

Sunset Beach areas

Low Council

Governance PW9.1 Improve support to community-led initiatives and communication between Council and the community, 

and invite community-led initiatives where the Council can give support; possible ideas:

- Build on Arts and Culture to strengthen Identity, e.g. through events

- Activities by ‘Friends of Cobourne Reserve’

Very high Council and 

Community

PW9.2 Strengthen the relationship and communication between the Port Waikato Residents and Ratepayers 

Association and the Community Board

Very high Council and 

Community
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Proposed ‘Top’ and ‘Continue’ initiatives for Port Waikato 
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4.17 GORDONTON 

 
Snapshot 
 
Population: 1,783 (2020 estimate for the wider 
rural catchment of Kainui-Gordonton), with growth 
projected to reach 1,818 by 2045. 
 
Location: Gordonton is located on State Highway 
1B, an 8-minute drive from the Taupiri interchange 
on SH1. The settlement is a 15-minute drive to the 
northeast from the Hamilton City Centre and 20 
minutes from the Hamilton train station. 
 
Consultation feedback 
 
During consultation sessions the following key 
issues and ideas for Gordonton were put forward: 
 
 Iwi cultural issues should be recognised and 

both mana whenua and pakeha history should 
be celebrated. 

 Gordonton’s lack of identity should be 
addressed and the settlement developed in a 
coherent way. 

 Local facilities, such as the community hall, 
Hukanui Park with its heritage buildings and the 
playground, should be enhanced. 

 A sports facility should be provided, e.g. on the 
Domain. 

 Appropriate local commercial activities (e.g. a 
supermarket) should be attracted and economic 
growth stimulated. 

 The frequency of public transport should be 
increased. 

 The amenity and safety of Gordonton Road 
should be improved. 

 Better pedestrian and cycling facilities within 
Gordonton and connecting the settlement with 
the surrounding area should be provided. 

 

Refer to Appendix A for a comprehensive 
documentation of the consultation feedback. 
 
Blueprint vision for Gordonton 
 
A compact satellite village with its own unique 
identity where a close-knit community 
welcomes visitors 
 
Top priority initiatives 
 
The top priority initiatives for Gordonton include:  
 
 Facilitate the re-establishment of the markets, 

including the facilitation of organisational 
arrangements and the provision of infrastructure 
to accommodate traffic and parking. 

 Identify if, how much, and where, possible 
additional residential and commercial land 
beyond the existing zoning could be located 
and what this means for infrastructure and the 
role and design of Gordonton Road. 

 
These initiatives are additional to continuation with 
key initiatives already planned or currently being 
undertaken and funded, as indicated. 
 
Refer to the table and diagram overleaf for more 
detail. 
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Proposed initiatives for Gordonton 

Theme NO. Action Priority Led by

Identity GN1.1 Produce an identity strategy for Gordonton High Community

Nature GN2.1 Plant more trees in and around the village and establish riparian planting and a nature trail High Council and 

Community

GN2.2 Develop the land behind St Mary’s Church as wetland and bring it back into its natural state (while 

working with the marae)

Low Community

Iwi GN3.1 Improve the relationships between WDC and local mana whenua Very high Council

GN3.2 Engage and collaborate with iwi regarding cultural interpretation signage within public realm projects Medium Council

Communities GN4.1 Continue to redevelop Hukanui Park with a playground, seating and possible other recreation facilities, 

while ensuring the history of the heritage buildings in and around the park is celebrated, as well as iwi 

cultural aspects, considering local reserve status, infrastructure limitations, and Building Code 

requirements

Continue Council

GN4.2 Facilitate the re-establishment of the markets:

- Facilitate organisational arrangements

- Provide infrastructure to accommodate traffic and parking

Top Community

GN4.3 Improve the safety and security of commercial areas and within community, considering CCTV, 

increased surveillance, neighbourhood watch etc.

High Community

GN4.4 Install public recycle bins by the public toilets High Council

GN4.5 Support the churches with expertise and advice on matters regarding earthquake strengthening High Community

GN4.6 Provide a sports facility, possibly in conjunction with the current facilities in the Domain or elsewhere Low Council

GN4.7 Investigate the need for improvements to the cemetery, consider:

- Parking issues

- Wetland and native trees

- A shared path from the cemetery to Woodlands Road

- Traffic safety

Low Council

Growth GN5.1 Identify if, how much, and where, possible additional residential and commercial land beyond the 

existing zoning could be located and what this means for infrastructure and the role and design of 

Gordonton Road

Top Council

GN5.2 Investigate with the landowner the possible barriers for the development of the residential zoned land 

by the school and remove these barriers if within the Council's control

Very high Council

Economy GN6.1 Produce and implement a business attraction strategy to encourage the development of appropriate 

commercial activities

High Council

Transport GN7.1 Continue with plans to improve the amenity of Gordonton Road as part of the revocation, including:

- Lower speed limit, possibly extending from the Peach Road intersection to Hukanui Marae

- Improve the visibility for traffic exiting Woodlands Road

- More and safer crossings and connections for pedestrians and cyclists

- Possibly a shared path from the Piako Road intersection to Hukanui Marae

- Improved safety conditions at the island at the north-western village entrance

- Visual quality improvements

- Beautification of both entrances to the village and improve welcoming signage

Continue Council

GN7.2 Continue with the upgrade of College Drive with footpaths and lighting, and provide a timeframe for 

these works

Continue Council

GN7.3 Build a shared path along the Komakorau Stream connecting Taupiri, Woodlands Estate, the village 

centre to Wairere nurseries and Hukanui Marae; add information on history

Very high Council and 

Community

GN7.4 Consider traffic issues around Gordonton School by investigating whether:

- More parking is required

- More space for buses is needed

- The narrow footpath along the one-lane bridge needs widening

- More and safer crossings on Woodlands Road are needed

High Council

GN7.5 Advocate to Waikato Regional Council for public transport services to Gordonton High Council

GN7.6 Investigate the feasibility of the upgrade of Peach Road and installation of footpaths to increase the 

safety of pedestrians and cyclists along this narrow road that is increasingly being used

Low Council

Infrastructure GN8.1 Improve streetlights in the village centre, considering solar power or LED Very high Council

GN8.2 Promote the installation of a wastewater system for Gordonton in subregional planning programmes Medium Council

GN8.3 Advocate for better internet connectivity Low Both

Governance GN9.1 Recognise or clarify the role of the Gordonton Community Committee and improve communication 

between the community and the Council

Very high Council

GN9.2 Assist community-led initiatives where the Council can give support, e.g. building on arts and culture 

sector to strengthen identity

Very high Both

Continue 

Top 

Very high 

High 

Medium 

Low 

Priority key: 

Continued overleaf 
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Theme NO. Action Priority Led by

Identity GN1.1 Produce an identity strategy for Gordonton High Community

Nature GN2.1 Plant more trees in and around the village and establish riparian planting and a nature trail High Council and 

Community

GN2.2 Develop the land behind St Mary’s Church as wetland and bring it back into its natural state (while 

working with the marae)

Low Community

Iwi GN3.1 Improve the relationships between WDC and local mana whenua Very high Council

GN3.2 Engage and collaborate with iwi regarding cultural interpretation signage within public realm projects Medium Council

Communities GN4.1 Continue to redevelop Hukanui Park with a playground, seating and possible other recreation facilities, 

while ensuring the history of the heritage buildings in and around the park is celebrated, as well as iwi 

cultural aspects, considering local reserve status, infrastructure limitations, and Building Code 

requirements

Continue Council

GN4.2 Facilitate the re-establishment of the markets:

- Facilitate organisational arrangements

- Provide infrastructure to accommodate traffic and parking

Top Community

GN4.3 Improve the safety and security of commercial areas and within community, considering CCTV, 

increased surveillance, neighbourhood watch etc.

High Community

GN4.4 Install public recycle bins by the public toilets High Council

GN4.5 Support the churches with expertise and advice on matters regarding earthquake strengthening High Community

GN4.6 Provide a sports facility, possibly in conjunction with the current facilities in the Domain or elsewhere Low Council

GN4.7 Investigate the need for improvements to the cemetery, consider:

- Parking issues

- Wetland and native trees

- A shared path from the cemetery to Woodlands Road

- Traffic safety

Low Council

Growth GN5.1 Identify if, how much, and where, possible additional residential and commercial land beyond the 

existing zoning could be located and what this means for infrastructure and the role and design of 

Gordonton Road

Top Council

GN5.2 Investigate with the landowner the possible barriers for the development of the residential zoned land 

by the school and remove these barriers if within the Council's control

Very high Council

Economy GN6.1 Produce and implement a business attraction strategy to encourage the development of appropriate 

commercial activities

High Council

Transport GN7.1 Continue with plans to improve the amenity of Gordonton Road as part of the revocation, including:

- Lower speed limit, possibly extending from the Peach Road intersection to Hukanui Marae

- Improve the visibility for traffic exiting Woodlands Road

- More and safer crossings and connections for pedestrians and cyclists

- Possibly a shared path from the Piako Road intersection to Hukanui Marae

- Improved safety conditions at the island at the north-western village entrance

- Visual quality improvements

- Beautification of both entrances to the village and improve welcoming signage

Continue Council

GN7.2 Continue with the upgrade of College Drive with footpaths and lighting, and provide a timeframe for 

these works

Continue Council

GN7.3 Build a shared path along the Komakorau Stream connecting Taupiri, Woodlands Estate, the village 

centre to Wairere nurseries and Hukanui Marae; add information on history

Very high Council and 

Community

GN7.4 Consider traffic issues around Gordonton School by investigating whether:

- More parking is required

- More space for buses is needed

- The narrow footpath along the one-lane bridge needs widening

- More and safer crossings on Woodlands Road are needed

High Council

GN7.5 Advocate to Waikato Regional Council for public transport services to Gordonton High Council

GN7.6 Investigate the feasibility of the upgrade of Peach Road and installation of footpaths to increase the 

safety of pedestrians and cyclists along this narrow road that is increasingly being used

Low Council

Infrastructure GN8.1 Improve streetlights in the village centre, considering solar power or LED Very high Council

GN8.2 Promote the installation of a wastewater system for Gordonton in subregional planning programmes Medium Council

GN8.3 Advocate for better internet connectivity Low Both

Governance GN9.1 Recognise or clarify the role of the Gordonton Community Committee and improve communication 

between the community and the Council

Very high Council

GN9.2 Assist community-led initiatives where the Council can give support, e.g. building on arts and culture 

sector to strengthen identity

Very high Both

Proposed initiatives for Gordonton –continued from previous page 

Theme NO. Action Priority Led by

Identity GN1.1 Produce an identity strategy for Gordonton High Community

Nature GN2.1 Plant more trees in and around the village and establish riparian planting and a nature trail High Council and 

Community

GN2.2 Develop the land behind St Mary’s Church as wetland and bring it back into its natural state (while 

working with the marae)

Low Community

Iwi GN3.1 Improve the relationships between WDC and local mana whenua Very high Council

GN3.2 Engage and collaborate with iwi regarding cultural interpretation signage within public realm projects Medium Council

Communities GN4.1 Continue to redevelop Hukanui Park with a playground, seating and possible other recreation facilities, 

while ensuring the history of the heritage buildings in and around the park is celebrated, as well as iwi 

cultural aspects, considering local reserve status, infrastructure limitations, and Building Code 

requirements

Continue Council

GN4.2 Facilitate the re-establishment of the markets:

- Facilitate organisational arrangements

- Provide infrastructure to accommodate traffic and parking

Top Community

GN4.3 Improve the safety and security of commercial areas and within community, considering CCTV, 

increased surveillance, neighbourhood watch etc.

High Community

GN4.4 Install public recycle bins by the public toilets High Council

GN4.5 Support the churches with expertise and advice on matters regarding earthquake strengthening High Community

GN4.6 Provide a sports facility, possibly in conjunction with the current facilities in the Domain or elsewhere Low Council

GN4.7 Investigate the need for improvements to the cemetery, consider:

- Parking issues

- Wetland and native trees

- A shared path from the cemetery to Woodlands Road

- Traffic safety

Low Council

Growth GN5.1 Identify if, how much, and where, possible additional residential and commercial land beyond the 

existing zoning could be located and what this means for infrastructure and the role and design of 

Gordonton Road

Top Council

GN5.2 Investigate with the landowner the possible barriers for the development of the residential zoned land 

by the school and remove these barriers if within the Council's control

Very high Council

Economy GN6.1 Produce and implement a business attraction strategy to encourage the development of appropriate 

commercial activities

High Council

Transport GN7.1 Continue with plans to improve the amenity of Gordonton Road as part of the revocation, including:

- Lower speed limit, possibly extending from the Peach Road intersection to Hukanui Marae

- Improve the visibility for traffic exiting Woodlands Road

- More and safer crossings and connections for pedestrians and cyclists

- Possibly a shared path from the Piako Road intersection to Hukanui Marae

- Improved safety conditions at the island at the north-western village entrance

- Visual quality improvements

- Beautification of both entrances to the village and improve welcoming signage

Continue Council

GN7.2 Continue with the upgrade of College Drive with footpaths and lighting, and provide a timeframe for 

these works

Continue Council

GN7.3 Build a shared path along the Komakorau Stream connecting Taupiri, Woodlands Estate, the village 

centre to Wairere nurseries and Hukanui Marae; add information on history

Very high Council and 

Community

GN7.4 Consider traffic issues around Gordonton School by investigating whether:

- More parking is required

- More space for buses is needed

- The narrow footpath along the one-lane bridge needs widening

- More and safer crossings on Woodlands Road are needed

High Council

GN7.5 Advocate to Waikato Regional Council for public transport services to Gordonton High Council

GN7.6 Investigate the feasibility of the upgrade of Peach Road and installation of footpaths to increase the 

safety of pedestrians and cyclists along this narrow road that is increasingly being used

Low Council

Infrastructure GN8.1 Improve streetlights in the village centre, considering solar power or LED Very high Council

GN8.2 Promote the installation of a wastewater system for Gordonton in subregional planning programmes Medium Council

GN8.3 Advocate for better internet connectivity Low Both

Governance GN9.1 Recognise or clarify the role of the Gordonton Community Committee and improve communication 

between the community and the Council

Very high Council

GN9.2 Assist community-led initiatives where the Council can give support, e.g. building on arts and culture 

sector to strengthen identity

Very high Both

Continue 

Top 

Very high 

High 

Medium 

Low 

Priority key: 
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Proposed ‘Top’ and ‘Continue’ initiatives for Gordonton 
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APPENDIX A - PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

INPUTS  

The input provided through the community 
consultation questionnaires and workshops are 
detailed on the following pages. 
 
The issues and ideas, including those drawn up on 
the local area maps during the workshop process, 
have been listed under seven categories for 
analysis:  
 
 Community / Social, e.g. community 

programmes and initiatives, community 
facilities, rubbish collection and recycling, 
training and education, recreation. 

 Cultural, e.g. historical sites and identity. 
 Environment, e.g. biodiversity, water quality, 

reserves and parks, recreation, vista and rural 
character. 

 Employment, e.g. job creation, access and 
motivation, tourism, industry. 

 Growth, e.g. commercial zoning, residential 
expansion, character, constraints, existing 
housing stock. 

 Transport, e.g. public transport, motorway 
access, truck stops, traffic. 

 Infrastructure, e.g. storm water issues, 
wastewater treatment, potable water supply, 
street lighting. 

 
It should be emphasised that not all the ideas listed 
on the pages following represent initiatives 
proposed to be implemented. Rather they form an 
unmoderated long-list of ideas put forward by those 
who provided feedback via the questionnaires and 
who participated in the various public consultation 
events.  
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A1 PORT WAIKATO 

Community / Social 
 
 Improve support to local community initiatives 

and communication between Council and the 
community 

 Improve general safety: 

- increase police presence at events, long 
weekends, holiday periods 

- reinstate neighbourhood street co-ordinators 
with direct lines of communication 

 Improve Cobourne Reserve, with increased 
planting, lighting at the carpark, wheelchair 
access and more signage around the history 

 Improve rubbish collection and opportunities for 
recycling, e.g. wheelie bins, a large organic 
waste bin, separation bins at public sites, local 
recycling centre, inorganic collection, increasing 
rubbish collection over holiday periods to two 
days a week 

 Set up or attract a medical centre 
 Reinstate the library at the tennis club 
 Resurface the public tennis court and the 

basketball half-court 
 Convert the tennis court into a multi-use venue 
 Establish a youth hub with a skate and scooter 

park, mountain bike tracks, BMX course etc. 
 Provide youth development pathways 
 Provide a regularly updated list of service 

providers for our community, aside from the 
Port Report 

 Establish a community garden at Phillips 
Reserve 

 
Cultural 
 
 Help establish a clear identity for Port Waikato 
 Erect signage to mark and explain the historical 

and cultural significance of the following: 

- the wharf 

- Cobourne Reserve 

- Maraetai Bay 

- Sunset Beach 

- the swamp  

- the marae and the ownership of the land 
gifted to the mission 

- the whale graveyard 

- the Pa site on the hill, which also needs to 
be connected with a walkway 

- events related to Te Tiriti 

 Improve iwi relationships and engagement, e.g. 
by holding more meetings or school camps at 
the marae, a Treaty of Waitangi workshop 

 Demarcate Māori owned land in Ashwell Drive 
 
Environment 
 
 Erect signage and surveillance cameras to 

address damage to dunes by vehicles and 
motorbikes 

 Undertake ecological improvements in the 
wetland area 

 Restore and undertake weed control in the sand 
dune areas 

 Address erosion and provide information on 
progress with this 

 Ensure regular clean ups of material ending up 
on the beach due to erosion 

 Address litter in public places through more 
bins, service, signs, and clean-ups 

 
Employment 
 
 Market Port Waikato as a tourism destination 
 Promote the campground and its attractions 

 Increase local services zoned land to provide 
opportunities for commercial activities and local 
employment opportunities, e.g. shops, retail, 
restaurants 

 Attract more hospitality outlets and kiosks like a 
coffee cart 

 
Growth 
 
 Investigate growth around Port Waikato 

(Tuakau, Pokeno, Pukekohe) to better 
understand who will use the place for recreation 

 Address issues with condemned housing and 
negative impacts on property values 

 
Transport 
 
 Maintain the entry road into Port Waikato in light 

of erosion and subsidence 
 Provide higher frequency public transport, e.g. 

on the weekends and on Thursdays 
 Improve pedestrian safety at the wharf area by 

increasing pedestrian space and restructuring 
the layout of the carpark  

 Improve the existing second boat ramp and 
encourage its use, e.g. by improving trailer 
parking in the area 

 Undertake measures to improve traffic safety 
and antisocial behaviour on roads, the beach 
and in the dunes, e.g. through more speed limit 
signs/cameras/police presence/speed bumps, 
especially along Maunsell Road and at Maraetai 
Bay Reserve 

 Connect cycling destinations through tracks and 
cycle lanes 

 Improve the pedestrian safety of the Sunset 
Beach carpark and improve its layout (the one-
way system is the wrong way around) 
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 Provide a shuttle service for access to the 
Marae and Te Kura Kaupapa, including for 
health services 

 Develop more recreational walkways 
 
Infrastructure 
 
 Improve stormwater management and 

especially address drainage issues at Maunsell 
Road 

 Improve street lighting, consider considering 
solar power or LED 

 Upgrade public toilets and their wastewater 
disposal 

 Provide for commercial wastewater treatment 
and water supply to encourage growth and 
commercial development, especially in the 
wharf and Sunset Beach areas 
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A2 GORDONTON 

Community / Social 
 
 Recognise or clarify the role of the Gordonton 

Community Committee 
 Establish better lines of communication 

between the community and the Council 
 Invite community-led initiatives where the 

Council can give support 
 Redevelop Hukanui Park with a playground, 

seating and possible other recreation facilities 
 Ensure the historic buildings in and around 

Hukanui Park are kept up to standard, 
celebrated, and being utilised 

 Support and enable activities to support families 
and youth 

 Provide a sports facility, possibly in conjunction 
with the facilities in the Domain 

 Re-establish the markets and provide 
infrastructure to accommodate traffic and 
parking, e.g. by installing kerbing and carparks 
on the southeast side of Garfield Street under 
the oak trees 

 Improve the safety and security of commercial 
areas and within community 

 Resolve access and public space issues related 
to the cemetery 

 Install recycle and rubbish bins by the public 
toilets 

 Support our churches with regards to 
earthquake strengthening 

 
Cultural 
 
 Help establish a clear identity for Gordonton 
 Celebrate historic places and structures 
 

Environment 
 
 Establish riparian planting and a nature trail 
 Plant more trees in and around the village 
 Develop the land behind St Mary’s Church as 

wetland and bring back into its natural state 
(work with the marae) 

 Create a lake at Willow Glen 
 
Employment 
 
 Market Gordonton as a tourism destination, e.g. 

‘the cafe town’ or ‘Matakana of the Waikato’ 
 Allow for more appropriate commercial activities 

and economic growth (e.g. a petrol station, a 
supermarket) 

 Open up more commercial land, e.g. by 
rezoning the residential land in between the two 
commercial areas and southwest of Gordonton 
Road as Local Centre Zone, allowing for home-
based businesses and boutique visitor 
accommodation 

 Encourage the development of a pub, wine bar, 
craft brewery etc. 

 
Growth 
 
 Liaise with landowners to investigate 

development intentions for residential zoned 
land and investigate whether possible 
development barriers can be removed 

 Open up more land for residential development 
 Do not allow medium density housing, but retain 

Gordonton’s character 
 Enable the ability to create a second dwelling / 

kitchen to accommodate extended family 
 

Transport 
 
 Improve public transport 
 Improve the amenity of Gordonton Road as part 

of the revocation, including: 

- lower speed limit, possibly an urban (50km/
h) speed limit from the Peach Road 
intersection to Hukanui Marae 

- more crossings for pedestrians and cyclists  

- improved safety conditions at the island at 
the north-western village entrance 

- visual quality improvements 

- beautification of both entrances to the village 
and improve welcoming signage 

 Enable better connections throughout 
Gordonton and towards Woodlands (e.g. 
walking, cycling, roading), consider a cycleway 
from Hamilton through Gordonton to Woodlands 

 Consider traffic issues around Gordonton 
School by investigating whether: 

- more parking is required 

- more space for buses is needed 

- the narrow footpath along the one-lane 
bridge needs widening 

 Upgrade College Drive with footpaths and 
lighting, and provide a timeframe for these 
works 

 Install a shared path on Gordonton Road from 
the Piako Road intersection to Willow Glen café 
and to Hukanui Marae 

 Build a shared path along the Komakorau 
Stream connecting Taupiri, Woodlands Estate, 
the village centre to Wairere nurseries and 
Hukanui Marae; add information on history 

 Upgrade Peach Road and install footpaths to 
increase the safety of pedestrians and cyclists 
along this narrow road that is increasingly being 
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used 
 Re-establish and extend the truck trailer park on 

Peach Road and provide more sites where 
trucks and vehicles can temporarily pull off the 
road 

 Improve the visibility for traffic exiting 
Woodlands Road onto Gordonton Road, given 
that It is very difficult for machinery and trucks 
to sit forward far enough to see south for traffic 
as the planting blocks the view 

 Install a footpath along Sainsbury Road to 
increase the safety for pedestrians, especially in 
dangerous corners 

 
Infrastructure 
 
 Install a wastewater system for the village 
 Roll out ultrafast broadband 
 Improve streetlights in the village centre, 

considering solar power or LED 
 Install reservoirs and pump stations for potable 

water 


