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4.11 TE KOWHAI 

 
Snapshot 
 
Population: 1,623 (2016 estimate), with growth 
projected to reach 2,122 by 2045. 
Location: Te Kowhai is located off SH39 on 
Horotiu Road, about 6km southwest of Horotiu, and 
east of the Waipa River. 
 
Consultation feedback 
 
During consultation sessions the following key 
issues and ideas for Te Kowhai were put forward:  
 
 There is a need to expand the school and a 

local secondary school should be considered. 
 The sports fields should be expanded and 

facilities improved. 
 The Te Otamanui Walkway is community 

initiative that should be continued and 
supported. Extending it to Ngaruawahia is an 
option. 

 Growth should take place in a measured way 
and with the right processes and conditions in 
place. This applies to residential (related to 
stormwater and wastewater infrastructure) and 
commercial at the airpark (avoiding negative 
effects). 

 Increased activity (e.g. helicopter flights, 
extended hours of operation) at the airpark is 
not supported. 

 There is a need for more commercial land and 
development. 

 The nearby Te Araroa trail provides an 
economic opportunity. 

 Local roads and footpaths are needed. 
 The bus service should be improved. 
 

Refer to Appendix A for a comprehensive 
documentation of the consultation feedback. 
 
Top priority initiatives 
 
The top priority initiatives for Te Kowhai include:  
 
 Building a strong identity for the town. 
 Creating a village green by expanding sports 

fields and include changing rooms and public 
toilets. 

 Supporting the expansion or intensification of 
the airpark with commercial uses associated 
with aeronautical activities. 

 Supporting the completion of the Te Otamanui 
walkway by the community. 

 Providing longer distance walking and cycling 
connections from the Te Otamanui walkway 
along the Waipa River to Ngaruawahia. 

 
Refer to the table overleaf for more detail. 
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Proposed initiatives for Te Kowhai 

Te Kowhai 
Refer to the proposed District-wide actions related to public transport and 
waste water and water infrastructure upgrades for Te Kowhai. 

Theme NO. Action Priority

Identity TE1.1 Build a strong identity based on the river corridor, and the 

unique qualities of the local area (refer to DW1.1 to 1.4). 

For Te Kowhai, consider the airpark.

Top

Communities TE4.1 Facilitate school expansion by shared use of the 

sportsfields or moving the fields to a new site (1).

High

TE4.2 Create a village green by expanding sports fields and 

include changing rooms and public toilets (2).

Top

Economy TE6.1 Support the expansion or intensification of the airpark 

with commercial uses associated with aeronautical 

activities (3).

Top

TE6.2 Consider expanding commercial zone towards garage (4). Medium

TE6.3 Identify if, how much, and where, possible additional 

employment land for office development is needed 

beyond the zoning in the Proposed District Plan.

High

TE6.4 Identify if, how much, and where, possible additional 

employment land for retail development is needed 

beyond the zoning in the Proposed District Plan.

High

Transport TE7.1 Support the development of a new inner relief road, 

connecting Horotiu Road and Te Kowhai Road (5).

Medium

TE7.2 Support the expansion of the footpath network in new 

residential developments and connecting to the village 

centre.

High

TE7.3 Support the completion of the Te Otamanui walkway by 

the community.

Top

TE7.4 Provide longer distance walking and cycling connections 

from the Te Otamanui walkway along the Waipa River to 

Ngaruawahia (also refer to DW1.3).

Top


