
WAIKATO BLUEPRINT PAGE 62 

4.1 TUAKAU 

 
Snapshot 
 
Population: 4,639 (2016 estimate), with growth 
projected to reach 10,147 by 2045. 
Location: Tuakau is located close to the banks of 
the Waikato River, near the northern boundary of 
the Waikato District, a 10-minute drive from the 
Pokeno interchange of SH1, and on the rail line 
between Pukekohe and Pokeno. 
 
Consultation feedback 
 
During consultation sessions the following key 
issues and ideas for Tuakau were put forward:  
 
 The connections between Tuakau and its 

surrounding natural and cultural assets, as well 
as its links with the past, are currently not 
obvious. 

 There is a conflict between the proposed zoning 
on the one hand and productive horticulture 
land and contours on the other hand. 

 There is desire to see existing community and 
sports facilities expanded, or even redeveloped. 
This includes the development of a local library. 

 There are security issues within the town 
centre. 

 There are reverse sensitivity issues between 
the industrial zone and the adjacent residential 
zone. 

 The growth in the surrounding area provides a 
significant employment opportunity in Tuakau. 

 Tuakau offers good recreational and tourism 
opportunities that are not well promoted. 

 There is an issue related to the affordability of 
housing and commercial land and premises. 

 Tuakau is relatively poorly connected to the 
State Highway network. The route to SH1 via 

Pokeno has capacity, safety and efficiency 
issues. 

 There is a strong desire for improved public 
transport accessibility (train and bus) among the 
community. This includes ensuring that the level 
of service is reliable and meaningful enough to 
support commuters. 

 
Refer to Appendix A for a comprehensive 
documentation of the consultation feedback.\ 
 
 
Top priority initiatives 
 
The top priority initiatives for Tuakau include:  
 
 Building a strong identity for the town. 
 Supporting local initiatives for a community hub. 
 Developing a sports and recreation hub, 

possibly incorporating the Council’s pool. 
 Enhancing library services. 
 Building public toilets. 
 
Refer to the table overleaf for more detail. 
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Proposed initiatives for Tuakau 

2 

3 

1 

Tuakau 
continued overleaf 

Theme NO. Action Priority

Identity TU1.1 Build a strong identity based on the river corridor, and the 

unique qualities of the local area (refer to DW1.1 to 1.4). 

For Tuakau, highlight heritage and historic sites, and 

consider Sir Edmund Hillary and the history of trade for 

passing waka.

Top

Communities TU4.1 Support the local initiative to establish a community hub, 

which may be partially privately funded.

Top

TU4.2 Support the community aspirations for an emergency 

services hub.

Low

TU4.3 Develop a sports and recreation facility, including 

consideration of incorporation of the Council's pool 

facility.

Top

TU4.4 Support and enhance library services Top

TU4.5 Install lighting and CCTV for safety. Low

Growth TU5.1 Consider areas for expansion, reconciling possible growth 

demand with high class soils and contours.

Low

TU5.2 Address the interface between residential and industrial 

land. Consider sports fields as a buffer (1).

High

Economy TU6.1 Prepare a town centre strategy considering character, 

provision of green spaces, streetscape upgrades, mix of 

uses, anchors etc. (2).

High

TU6.2 Consider employment uses south of town centre along 

River Road (see strategic diagram) (3).

Medium

TU6.3 Establish a Designers and Makers Cluster. Medium
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Proposed initiatives for Tuakau 

Theme NO. Initiatives  Priority 

Refer to the proposed District-wide actions related to public transport and 
waste water and water infrastructure upgrades for Tuakau. 

2 

3 

1 

Tuakau 

TU6.4 Establish a Designer Food Cluster. Medium

TU6.5 Investigate opportunities for short-stay courses. Medium

TU6.6 Ensure that the timing of job creation aligns with 

residential growth.

High

TU6.7 Prepare a strategy for the promotion of Tuakau for living 

and visiting.

Very 

high

TU6.8 Identify if, how much, and where, possible additional 

employment land for office development is needed 

beyond the zoning in the Proposed District Plan.

High

TU6.9 Identify if, how much, and where, possible additional 

employment land for retail development is needed 

beyond the zoning in the Proposed District Plan.

High

Transport TU7.1 Provide advocacy for the widening of existing, and / or 

the construction of new, road connections to SH1.

High

TU7.2 Create a Park and Ride for public transport. High

Infrastructure TU8.1 Build public toilets. Top


